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A Different Vision for Canada: 
What the NDP Would Do
Nathan Cullen

Budgets are always political documents, and a budget tabled six months before an elec-
tion even more so. Before the week was out after Budget 2015 was tabled, Joe Oliver’s 
comment that the fiscal consequences of the government’s tax breaks would be a matter 
for Stephen Harper’s granddaughter to deal with galvanized the pre-election debate around 
pocketbook issues. Here, NDP finance critic Nathan Cullen presents his party’s case.

M iddle class families are  
 looking for help to get  
 ahead, but Budget 2015 
makes it regrettably clear that the 
Conservatives are more interested 
in helping the wealthiest and well-
connected few. Instead of a long-
term economic vision for Canada, 
this budget is focused on short-term 
political gain and leaves future gen-
erations with a mess to clean up. 
What stands out most, in fact, is the 
desperate lack of ambition and a co-
herent vision for Canada’s economy. 
The finance minister actually admit-
ted that the real costs of Conservative 
election pandering will be borne by 
our children and grandchildren.

After nearly a decade of Conserva-
tive government, working and mid-
dle class families are working harder 
than ever, but falling further and fur-
ther behind —even the Governor of 
the Bank of Canada recently quipped 
that the economy was looking “atro-
cious” in the first quarter of 2015. 
There are more than 1.3 million Ca-
nadians out of work, employment 
growth is stagnant at a meagre 0.8 
per cent, and over 400,000 manufac-
turing jobs have disappeared on the 
Conservative government’s watch. 
Storm clouds aren’t just on the hori-
zon, they’re here, and Conservative 
failures to get the economy moving 
are being felt across Canada.  

Canadians have been waiting for a 
plan from Ottawa that focuses on 
their priorities and they had hoped 
Budget 2015 would be that plan. They 

wanted a budget that would help give 
their kids the best start in life, with 
immediate action to create the good 
jobs that hard-working Canadians 
rely on to support their families. Mid-
dle class families needed Budget 2015 
to improve the quality of their lives 
and it simply didn’t deliver.

The Conservatives have ignored pleas 
for action and introduced a budget 
that stubbornly moves ahead with 
their narrow political priorities. Their 
ongoing handouts to the wealthiest 

Canadians and large corporations— 
and their pledge to keep doing so— 
are leaving too many people behind 
and puts vital public services at risk. 

Budget 2015 moves ahead with Ste-
phen Harper’s reckless income split-
ting scheme, which will give billions 
of dollars in benefits to folks that don’t 
need them and absolutely nothing to 
more than 85 per cent of Canadians. 
This is unfair and has been criticized 

by just about everyone who’s taken 
a close look at it: from the Canadi-
an Centre for Policy Alternatives to 
the C.D. Howe Institute and labour 
unions, to the Canadian Taxpayers 
Federation. With such broad agree-
ment from left to right across the po-
litical spectrum that income splitting 
is bad policy and a long-term nega-
tive for Canada’s economy, it takes a 
special kind of stubbornness to force 
it through. 

B ut the Conservatives weren’t  
 content to stop there—they  
 doubled down with even more 
handouts to the wealthy by hiking 
the TFSA contribution limit. Like 
income splitting, the TFSA increase 
overwhelmingly benefits the wealthi-
est Canadians. Less than 16 per cent 
of Canadians had contributed their 
maximum in 2012 and only a few of 
the wealthy have an extra $10,000 
burning a hole in their pockets at 
the end of each year. This reckless 
scheme will let the rich shelter their 
assets—tax free— and set a ticking 
time bomb that will eventually result 
in tens of billions of dollars in lost 
government revenue. The Conserva-
tives know this plan is flawed, but the 
Finance minister says he is content to 
leave the consequences to our grand-
children to fix. That is the very oppo-
site of responsible leadership.  

The Conservative government is also 
maintaining billions of dollars in 
handouts to the most profitable cor-
porations, with hundreds of millions 

There are more  
than 1.3 million 

Canadians out of work, 
employment growth is 
stagnant at a meagre 0.8 
per cent, and over 400,000 
manufacturing jobs have 
disappeared on the 
Conservative government’s 
watch.  
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in tax loopholes for CEOs.  

But while the budget is full of hand-
outs for those at the top, it is just as 
notable for its lack of action on pri-
orities to help the rest of Canadians. 
There is no meaningful effort to cre-
ate affordable, quality childcare spaces 
for Canadian families that are facing 
soaring costs. There was no boost to 
CPP benefits to ensure that seniors can 
retire in dignity, and nothing to help 
low-income earners make ends meet.

The budget continues the Conserva-
tive pattern of inaction on climate 
change and leaves Canada with no 
plan to reduce emissions as the rest of 
the world prepares for important in-
ternational negotiations in Paris later 
this year. There is no investment in 
renewable energy, clean technology 
or energy efficiency to grow the econ-
omy while protecting the environ-
ment. And for the services Canadians 
rely on, this budget continues with 
$14 billion in cuts across the board to 
everything from food safety to Statis-
tics Canada. 

This being an election budget, there 
are a handful of good measures and, 
for the most part, these are ideas 
taken from Tom Mulcair’s plan. I’m 
certainly happy to see that NDP pres-
sure has resulted in some tax relief for 
small businesses across the country. 
I’m also pleased to see that the Con-
servatives have followed our lead on 
lowering the minimum withdrawal 
threshold for RRIFs, extending the 
capital cost allowance for manufac-
turers, and extending compassionate 
care benefits under EI. 

However, as a whole, we need to rec-
ognize that the measures in this bud-
get are overwhelmingly designed to 
help those who need them the least. 
That’s not the kind of budget that Ca-
nadians want or that New Democrats 
can support. 

M y New Democratic col- 
 leagues and I have pro- 
 posed a series of practical 
measures that will help fix the dam-
age done by Stephen Harper and 
improve quality of life for Canadian 
families. Our proposals will help 
make life more affordable for all Ca-

nadians and help businesses create 
good quality and stable jobs. 

At the heart of the NDP’s plan is Tom 
Mulcair’s commitment to implement 
a universal, $15 a day child care pro-
gram across Canada. This is exactly 
the kind of policy that so many Cana-
dian families say they are looking for. 
It gives young families—facing sky-
rocketing child care costs that can top 
$2,000 a month—the support they 
need. Not only would this policy help 
these families and lower their costs by 
hundreds of dollars a month, it would 
provide a major boost to our economy 
to the tune of $20 billion annually. 
This kind of policy has already been 
successfully test-driven in Quebec, 
where a similar program allowed more 
than 70,000 Quebec women to return 
to work and provided a major boost to 
the province’s economy and the gov-
ernment’s revenues. 

Our commitment to Canadians is 
responsible. We will make smart in-
vestments in our roads, bridges, and 
public transit, which are desperately 
needed to help families and workers 
avoid gridlock, while helping Cana-
dian businesses get their products to 
market. We will lower taxes for Cana-
da’s real job creators—small business-
es. While both the red and blue teams 
have given out tax handouts to Can-
ada’s largest corporations, only the 

NDP has been consistently calling for 
real action to help these job creators. 

Unlike the other parties, the New 
Democrats would not leave the most 
vulnerable Canadians behind. Tom 
Mulcair and New Democrats have 
been at the forefront of the campaign 
to reinstate the federal minimum 
wage and raise it to $15 an hour. New 
Democrats believe that no one who 
works full-time should be forced to 
live in poverty. That’s why we’ve also 
proposed using revenues from clos-
ing a tax loophole for CEOs to fund 
increases in the Working Income Tax 
Benefit and the National Child Bene-
fit Supplement that go to support the 
most vulnerable in our society.

Our commitment also extends into 
retirement: New Democrats will re-
store the age of retirement from 67 
to 65 to ensure that Canadians liv-
ing on the edge won’t have to live in 
poverty while waiting to get access to 
OAS-GIS. We will also work with the 
provinces to expand the Canada and 
Quebec Pension Plans so that, in an 
era of declining workplace pensions, 
Canadians can still save adequately 
for retirement. 

After a decade of Conservative mis-
management, marked by seven years 
of deficits and over 400,000 lost man-
ufacturing jobs, Canadians are ready 
for change. They want their priorities 
to be heard; they do not want to see 
their hard-earned tax dollars doled 
out to the richest members of our so-
ciety and to the most profitable mul-
tinational corporations. They want 
to know that their children will be 
able to make a decent living. Cana-
dians want to know that they will be 
able to retire in dignity and that their 
government is helping the most vul-
nerable, while also living up to our 
broader responsibilities of protecting 
our environment and creating a new 
green economy. 

In a few short months, Canadians 
will have the opportunity to elect 
Canada’s first NDP government. We 
will put them first and make Cana-
da’s economy work for them.   

Nathan Cullen is Official Opposition 
finance critic and NDP MP for Skeena–
Bulkley Valley. nathan.cullen@parl.gc.ca
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